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Green School Contest Winners for 2002 





For the past five years, as part of our celebration of America Recycles Day, the 
Connecticut Recyclers Coalition has recognized three schools for their outstanding 

recycling programs. The winning schools receive an ice cream party, donated by 
7 n [i the HP HOOD Corporation, for all students and staff. They also receive a plaque 

as for their school. This year, for the first time, we also recognized two schools with 
—, honorable mentions for their outstanding programs. These schools are the Hart 
Magnet School in Stamford and Eli Whitney Elementary School in Stratford. The winners for 
2002 are as follows: 


Ng 


Flanders Elementary School, East Lyme 


They recycle all of the mandated items and many non-mandated items including plastics 
#1 & #2, mixed paper and polycoated drink cartons. They have an elaborate composting 
program that includes all lunchtime food scraps. The food is composted in two "Earth 
Tubs", enclosed, mechanized composters that the school received from DEP. They 
estimate that they recycle over 2 tons of food waste producing compost that is used in the 
school's gardens. They have a made a commitment in their business offices to make 
recycled content part of the specs for all district purchases. They currently use recycled 
tissue products, office paper and pencils. They also utilize double-sided copying, reuse 

failed copies as scratch paper, provide one newsletter per family regardless 
Sof how many siblings are in the schools system and use e-mail the main 
method of disseminating information to faculty. They also actively 
celebrate events like Earth day. 





Goodwin Elementary School, Mansfield 


This school recycles all required items and the non-required items including 
mixed paper, boxboard, plastics # 1& #2, fluorescent bulbs, batteries, textbooks 
and poly-coated drink containers. They also compost all lunchtime and snack 
organics and have maintained demonstration worm boxes in the first grade 
classrooms. The compost is used for planting around their pond and for the 
greenhouse plants. They have purchased numerous items made from recycled materials 
including: playground benches, copy paper, tissue products, daily calendars, envelopes, 
soap containers, trash can liners and greenhouse tables. The school reuses scrap paper, 
file folders and other materials. The school runs an impressive array of special events to 
celebrate the environment including an annual Envirofair, an America Recycles Day 
event that features workshops, demonstrations and a fashion show. For Earth Day, 
Goodwin works with environmental groups at UCONN to provide a daylong program 
outside for all students. They have a nature club, a nature trail, are making a tree ID- 
book for use in the schoolyard and are using a kit from EPA to report on air quality at 
Goodwin to the Board of Education. 





Pine Point School, Stonington -Middle School 


Pine Point recycles all mandated items, plastics #1 & #2, mixed paper, polycoated drink 
containers, textbooks and pizza boxes (not contaminated with food) They have both an 
outdoor composting bin for food scraps and some classrooms have worm boxes as well. 
This compost is used to start seedlings that are donated to the Pawcatuck Neighborhood 
Center and planted in their garden that supplies fresh vegetables to needy families. 


Double-sided copying is routine at Pine Point and usable paper is also cut up for office 
notes. Voice mail and e-mail are also utilized to save paper. The school is sponsoring a 
used book sale to benefit UINCEF. The entire school will be bringing in books to be 
resold to other students and their families. The school does hold a special celebration for 
Earth Day but tries hard to observe this every day. Other programs include once-a-week 
earth friendly lunches, the use of washable plates for some special events and more. 


Gazette Listserve Available Soon 


The Garbage Gazette will soon be available via a listserve. We expect the next issue to be 
available through this new distribution method. This means that, if you subscribe, you will no 
longer have to check the DEP website to see if the newest issue has been published. Instead it 
will be e-mailed to you directly upon publication. There will be instructions on how to subscribe 
to the listserve on the Gazette introductory page. If you would like to have your e-mail address 
added now before this becomes available, please send your e-mail address to 
margaret.enkler@po.state.ct.us. We do not expect to resume publishing of paper copies at any point 
in the near future. 





School Composting Manual Now Available 


“School Composting...The Next Step in Recycling” is a new manual 
produced by the Town of Mansfield, CT through a DEP grant. Based on 
Mansfield’s experience, it provides K-12 schools with information on 
how to establish and maintain a school-wide composting program for 
cafeteria food scraps. In the manual you will find strategies for initiating a 
compost plan, bin design, routine steps of the composting operation, 

promotional activities, as well as an exhaustive section on lessons, activities and resources. 
Specific information about what worked well at Mansfield Middle School has been incorporated 
throughout the manual in special call-out boxes. Although this is definitely a school-based 
document, it may be applicable in other settings, such as camps, rural office buildings and small 
institutions. 





For waste reduction purposes, the manual has only been reproduced in electronic format. It is 
accessible and downloadable on-line at http://www.dep.state.ct.us/wst/compost/schmanual.htm. 
A CD-ROM of the manual will be mailed to every Connecticut public and private K-12 school in 
late September. It is our hope, after reviewing the manual, that educators at Connecticut schools 
will become proactive and expand their recycling program to include composting of food scraps. 
If they take the next step in recycling, this manual will prove to be an integral and valuable 
resource. 





Please let us know what you think about the manual. We are anxious to hear from you. Your 
questions and comments can be directed to K.C. Alexander, CT DEP Recycling Program at 
(860) 424-3239 kathy.alexander@po.state.ct.us or Ginny Walton, Mansfield Recycling 
Coordinator at (860) 429-3333 waltonvd@mansfieldct.org. 





The Department of Environmental Protection is an affirmative action/equal opportunity employer, providing 
programs and services in a fair and impartial manner. In conformance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, 
DEP makes every effort to provide equally effective services for persons with disabilities. Individuals with 
disabilities needing auxiliary aids and services, or for more information by voice or TYY/TDD call (860) 424-3000. 
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